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SUB J : OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY MAY 8-19, 1975 
REF: STATE 095203 

1. EMBASSY OFFICER ON APRIL 29 DISCUSSED FORTHCOMINGS OAS GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY WITH ACTING UNDER SECRETARY FOR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
AND CONFERENCES ALVARO BONILLA. 

2. BONILLA, WHO WILL ACCOMPANY FOREIGN MINISTER LEVANO TO 
WASHINGTON (PRESENT PLANS DO NOT CALL FOR ANY ADDITIONAL DELE- 
GATION MEMBERS FROM BOGOTA) DESCRIBED THE COLOMBIAN OUTLOOK AS 
PESSIMISTIC. HE POINTED OUT THAT, DESPITE THE WIDESPSPREAD 
SUPPORT OF CHARTER REFORM, THERE WAS VERY LITTLE AGREEMENT ON THE 
FORM THAT A RESTRUCTED OAS SHOULD TAKE. BONILLA SAID HE FEARED 
THAT THE UPCOMING GENERAL ASSEMBLY WOULD BE CHARACTERIZED BY 
"MORE BLAH-BLAH-BLAH." 

3. IN REGARD TO THE PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS AT THE OUTSET OF THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY, BONILLA SAID THAT FOREIGN MINISTER LIEVANO WOULD 
LIKE TO DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING MATTERS: 

A) CHARTER REFORM AND THE FUTURE ROLE AND STRUCTURE OF THE 
OAS. 

B) THE RESTRUCTURING OF THE OAS SECRETARIAT, WHICH, BONILLA 
SAID, NOT CONSIDERED OF A NUMBER OF NEARLY AUTONOMOUS GROUPS. 
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TARIAT. 

C) THE INTER-AMERICAN TREATY OF RECIPROCAL ASSISTANCE. 

D) THE SELECTION OF A NEW SECRETARY GENERAL. 

4. BONILLA ALSO SAID THAT, DEPITE COLOMBIAN PREFERENCES TO THE 
CONTRARY, PRESSURES, LARGELY FROM VENEZUELA AND MEXICO, WOULD 
MAKE IT NECESSARY TO CONSIDER THE QUESTION OF THE LATIN AMERICAN 
ECONOMIC COMMITTEE (CELA). THE ACTING UNDER SECRETARY CHAR- 
ACTERIZED THE IDEA OF A REGIONAL GROUPING WITHOUT US PARTICIPATION 
AS NEITHER CONSTRUCTIVE NOR REALISTIC. HE SAID THAT IT WOULD, 

IF BROUGHT TO FRUITION, CREATE YET ANOTHER FORUM FOR LENGTHY 
SPEECHMAKING. 

5. IN REGARD TO THE SELECTION OF A SECRETARY GENERAL, BONILLA 
REMAINED NOCOMMITTAL. THE SELECTION, HE SAID, COULD BEST BE 
MADE WHEN THERE WAS A CLEARER IDEA OF THE FUTURE NATURE OF THE 
OAS AND, BY EXTENSION, OF THE ROLE THAT THE SECRETARY GENERAL 
WOULD BE REQUIRED TO PLAY. 

6. TENTATIVE PLANS CALL FOR LIEVANO AND BONILLA TO DEPART FOR 
WASHINGTON ON MAY 6. LIEVANO PLANS TO SPEND ONLY A FEW DAYS 
AT THE OASGA. BONILLA WILL REMAIN THROUGHOUT THE SESSION. 

NEITHER WILL BE ACCOMPANIED BY A SPOUSE. 

VAKY 
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